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“In California, correction officials reportedly look to the percentage of children who never make it past the fourth-grade reading level to help them gauge the number of future prison beds to fund.” Washington Post, July 6, 2004
 
Statistics like the one above are shocking, to say the least.  Yet, they serve as a sober reminder of the role illiteracy plays in shaping future generations.  Fortunately, because of your past commitment to children and the Ferst Foundation Book Program, we have begun to turn the tide on illiteracy in Greene County.  This month, 727 registered children will be receiving a free book in the mail from the Ferst Foundation – a book that will assist them in developing a lifelong love of reading.  Statistics show children who develop a love of reading early on become better readers and better learners.  They are more prepared when they enter school and are more likely to stay in school and earn diplomas.
 
While the Ferst Foundation cannot address all the issues of early literacy, we can eliminate one of the reasons why parents do not read to their children – the availability of quality books in the home.  As you plan your end of year giving, we ask you to once again please consider making an investment in the future of Greene County with a tax deductible donation to the Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy.  Your donation of $105 will provide three Greene County children with a year’s worth of books in 2007. Please mail your donation to the Foundation at: P.O. Box 111, Greensboro, GA 30642.
 
Thank you again for your continued commitment to the future of Greene County.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
