Sample Proclamation

Office of the [Governor/Mayor] [State/City]

Proclamation
WHEREAS:  Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy, a non-profit organization dedicated to preparing all Georgia children for reading and learning success, has been providing books and literacy support materials for the youngest children in Morgan County since March 2000; and

WHEREAS:  many Georgia households have no age-appropriate books available for children’s growing minds; in fact, 61% of low-income families do not have a single book suitable for a child; and
WHEREAS:  a home without age-appropriate books is more than just an unfortunate byproduct of poverty.  It is a condition that has broad ramifications for Georgia – most notably in children’s ability to arrive at school prepared to learn; and

WHEREAS:  providing books to families provides young children the vocabulary opportunities invaluable for language acquisition and reading skills, thus preparing them for their formal education, reducing school remediation costs, preventing potential dropouts, creating a capable workforce, and giving all students the confidence for leadership opportunities; and
WHEREAS: since the collaboration of Ferst Foundation and Morgan County School System we have seen scores on our kindergarten readiness test increase from 46% ready to over 90% ready; and

WHEREAS: literacy is at the heart of economic development and is the single factor that underpins most social issues; several states plan how many jail cells they will build in the future by how many children are not reading on grade level by third grade; and 

WHEREAS: the future of Georgia businesses, and indeed the state’s financial system, depends on the ability of our rising generation to meet the strong challenges of a technology based economy, and the Ferst Foundation program provides a solid first-step to achieving that goal,
NOW THEREFORE, I, (_______________, ________________) of _______________





  name


title

      town/county


do hereby recognize and commend 
Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy
for its exemplary efforts to encourage literacy among Georgia pre-schoolers and convey to this organization our deep appreciation, respect, and best wishes in this most worthy pursuit.  Further, I urge all Georgia government and citizens to become familiar with the services and benefits offered by the Ferst Foundation and encourage their support and participation in this program to enhance their individual skills and community productivity.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the (City/County) of _________________ this _______day of ______________, 2007.
