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The Program:  The Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy provides free books to children from birth until his or her fifth birthday.  Each month, registered children receive a free, hardback, age-appropriate book, delivered to their home by U.S. Mail. If they are registered as soon as they are   born, each child may receive up to 60 free books for his/her own personal library.  Children registered for the Ferst Foundation program also receive bookends featuring The Little Engine That Could and an application for their Ferst Library Card.  Why give away books?  Educators have identified pre-school reading and parent involvement as among the most important steps toward a child’s future success in school.  While we can’t address all the issues of childhood literacy, we can address one significant issue – the lack of quality books in the home.
Eligibility:  Every child under the age of five in a participating community is eligible for the program.  Multiple children (including twins, triplets, etc.) in one home receive their own age-appropriate books each month.  There are no income restrictions, or racial or gender inequities.  Children may be registered at birth, or at any point between birth and age 4 ½.  At age five, children “graduate” from the program with a certificate and a special book, Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergarten. Any adult caregiver can register a child.  

Cost:  Absolutely free!!  There is no charge at any time, ever, for participating families. The costs of the [insert county name] County program are covered by contributions from local supporters and the Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy.

What kind of books will registered children receive?  The first book every child receives is The Little Engine That Could.  Two-year-olds receive books appropriate for two-year-olds; babies receive board books appropriate for babies.  The books are selected by an independent panel of parents and educators and are ordered in conjunction with the Dollywood Foundation, which runs a similar program in Tennessee. 

How to register a child:  Pick up a registration form at the [enter locations here], visit the Ferst Foundation web site at: www.ferstfoundation.org, or call the foundation at 1-888-565-0177 for more information.

Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy

P.O. Box 1327
Madison,GA  30650

[or enter your address here]
The Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy is a 501c(3) non-profit established in 1999
