Dear                   ,

As we review the 2008 Lamar County Ferst Foundation Annual Report, we are both pleased with the results and grateful to the donors who made this success possible. Despite a troubled economy and a postal rate change which raised the price of each book to $3.00, the foundation provided 7,746 books to over 725 children.  These 725 preschoolers represent 75% of those eligible to receive books in Lamar County; over 200 were enrolled in 2008.  Remember a child graduates from the program upon reaching age 5 when they are old enough to attend kindergarten.  

Each child enrolled received a new hardback age-appropriate book at no cost every month. Other school systems have found this to be an excellent way to improve reading readiness and success in school.  Dr. Julie Steele, the Primary School Principal, is keeping records to measure preschoolers’ reading readiness prior to and since the program began in our county. A donation to the Ferst Reading Program is an excellent way each of us can provide real support to  youngsters in our county. The ultimate goal is a child who will be  better prepared  to be a good citizen and  functioning adult in the world in which he or she lives.

We look forward to another successful year in 2009. With your continued financial support and encouragement, we will add more children to the program.   We appreciate your help in reaching all children in Lamar County between the ages of birth and age five so that they can participate.

Thank you.

The Ferst Foundation Community Action Team

P. O. Box 926

Barnesville, GA  30204

Your donation in 2007 was__________

Your donation is 2008 was______
