GIA…the Georgia Industry Association

January 31, 2007

The Honorable Jan Jones

Co-Chair, House Appropriations Committee

Georgia General Assembly

            

            RE:       Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy

Dear Representative Jones,

The Georgia Industry Association gives its enthusiastic support to the Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy’s request for a $1 million legislative appropriation. The Ferst Childhood Literacy program has already demonstrated through its on-going local programs that it provides our pre-school children a step up the ladder to educational achievement by introducing them to books and reading at a very young age.

Literacy, or more exactly the lack of literacy, is a major concern for Georgia industry.  Industry’s ability to meet future business challenges, as well as to provide local jobs, depends on its ability to draw-upon a skilled workforce.  It’s shocking to learn that currently 61 percent of low-income families do not have a single book suitable for a child, and that 43 percent of Georgia’s fourth graders read below grade level. The Childhood Literacy program attacks the problem at the roots: helping our pre-schoolers develop inquisitive minds and a desire to learn.

The Georgia Industry Association encourages the General Assembly to provide the full funding requested for this exceptional program. GIA member companies are involved in their communities with this program and have seen first hand its value.

The future of Georgia industry, and indeed the state’s economy, depends on the ability of our rising generation to meet the strong challenges of a technology based economy, and this program provides a solid first-step to achieving that goal.

Very truly yours,


Sherian Wilburn, CEcD

Executive Director 

C:         Rep. Brooks Coleman, Chair, Education Committee
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