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Editoral
Would you support free books for all children under 5?

    Would you support a program to provide a free book mailed each month to the home of each of the 7,288 children under 5 years of age in Coweta County?
    That's the ultimate goal of a program that the CLICK (Certified Literate Is Coweta's Key) board of directors discussed at its meeting Tuesday.
    CLICK plans to initiate the program locally in partnership with Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy in Georgia.  Ferst hopes by 2010 to have the program up and running throughout Georgia.  
    The program may start small locally, but the ultimate goal is to provide a free book to every child in the community who is 5 years or younger.
    CLICK, or the group it organizes to operate the program locally, would primarily raise the money to provide the free books, register families with children under age 5 and promote awareness of the program.
    How much money is needed?  The Ferst Foundation program, which is affiliated with Dolly Parton's Imagination Library, can send a book to a child's home for $2.50 a month -- that includes the cost of the book and postage.  Thus, it would cost $30 a year to send a book a month to a child.  If you wanted to sponsor a child from birth to age 5, it would cost $150.
    That's small potatoes compared to the need and the benefits that these books would have if received in every home.
    Consider these facts:

· 61 percent of low-income families don't have a single book in the home suitable for a child.

· a third of our children begin school unprepared to learn.

· this program can eliminate the key reason why parents do not read to their child - the lack of books in a home.

· this program develops the habit of parent and child interaction that continues throughout the educational career of the child.

    This is obviously a prekindergarten reading and education program.  A program that research clearly indicates is valuable to a child's educational success.  But it's much, much more than just an education program.  This is clearly an economic development issue.  Unless we break the trend by tackling education and work force development even before kindergarten, we will continue to have lower literacy rates.
    We strongly endorse the Ferst Foundation program and CLICK's interest in getting it started here in our community.
    In all likelihood, most everyone in the community will be hearing more about this program in the months ahead.  Businesses, civic organizations, churches, other groups and individuals will be asked to support the program with money, volunteer time and by spreading the word about it.
    We hope there will be unified support throughout the community.  This is one of those programs that can make a difference.  We need to get books into the homes of all our children - no matter what income level.  It's so important to the successful future of our children and to the entire community.

