



1st Solicitation Letter to Morgan County CAT Members
    November 3, 2006

Name
Address
City, State ZIP
Dear Name,

As you know, we have recently invited past and potential supporters of the Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy to become members of Morgan County’s Ferst Fifty.  This group’s initial purpose is to match the generous donation of Ralph and Donna Blanchard, who have pledged to provide, for the 2nd consecutive year,  half the cost of operating our program in Morgan County.  After only one week, the response to our Ferst Fifty solicitation has been gratifying.

Ferst Fifty Membership is two tiered: Trendsetters ($1000-up) and Match Partners ($300-up).  To make membership more affordable to those who ‘have the heart, but not the pocketbook’ for the Ferst program, members may pay monthly (as little as $25/mo.) or quarterly ($75/4 x yr).  It is our hope, of course, that Ferst Fifty memberships will be renewed for succeeding years.


We also foresee the day when we may have to invite a Second Sixty and then a Step Up To Seventy contingency.  But for now, we are trusting that the Ferst Fifty will be sufficient to match the Blanchard’s commitment to fully fund Morgan County’s Ferst Program and provide books monthly to over 800 Morgan County preschoolers.

Those opting for Ferst Fifty membership will be offered ‘perks’ throughout the year.  The first of which is a “thank you gala” from 7 to 8:30pm on Monday, November 20th at Perk Avenue (formerly Barista’s). Perk will be transformed into a “French Bistro” for the evening serving delicious desserts, coffee and tea; complimentary beer, wine and cordials will also be provided by Madison’s new Wine and Bottle Shop.


We invite you to be our guest that evening and have enclosed an RSVP card and envelope for your convenience.


As a member of Morgan County’s Community Action Team (CAT), you already donate your time and talent to the Ferst program.  If you wish to contribute some of your ‘treasure’ as well, we encourage you to join the Ferst Fifty.  Several CAT members have already joined and others have expressed an interest in becoming members.  If that is your desire, please use the enclosed RSVP card as a pledge or contribution card as well.

We look forward to seeing you on Monday, November 20, at 7pm.

Sincerely,

Babs Johnston, Bill Rushing, Robert Trulock and Jamie Williams
Ferst Fifty Campaign Committee


