



1st Solicitation Letter to Past Donors & Capable Prospects
October 25, 2006
Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

Dear Name,

Thank you for your past generosity in supporting the Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy.  Because of you, over 800 preschoolers in Morgan County receive books each month.  


Last year, Ralph and Donna Blanchard graciously provided half the cost of operating the Ferst program in our county.  They challenged others to come together to match their donation and it was done! This year, the Blanchards have made the same commitment and are hoping that you will join with others again to match their pledge.

We would like to invite you to become a founding member of the Ferst Fifty – a select group of partners for the Morgan County Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy.  In addition to supporting a worthy cause you will also be eligible for a variety of ‘perks’ throughout the year, like complimentary meals, discounts at local businesses, newsletters, and an annual appreciation gala.
Ferst Fifty members may choose one of two membership levels: Trendsetter ($1000/year) or Match Partner ($300/year).  Trendsetter gifts will provide books monthly to 25 children a year and Match Partner gifts will supply books monthly to 8 children a year.  Membership payments begin at as little as $25 per month (the price of a good meal or hardback book) and dues may be paid annually, quarterly or monthly to suit your preferences and budget. 

As you know, one of the most important things parents can do to foster their children’s intellectual growth is read to them at an early age.  However, studies have shown that 61% of low income families do not have a single piece of reading material suitable for a child.  As a result, many children come to school unprepared to learn.  As a past supporter, you know the tremendous impact the Ferst program has had on our community by providing all children with the opportunity to enter school with a readiness to read, learn and grow to the best of their abilities. We know our program is working - 90% of our children tested ready to learn in 2004!
This year, we invite you to make a difference in the life of a child by completing the enclosed pledge card, and please be our guest at the 2nd Annual Ferst Challenge Gala on Monday, November 20, 7–8:30pm at Perk Avenue (formerly Barista’s).  Perk will be transformed into a ‘French Bistro’ for the evening, with a variety of complimentary desserts, coffee, and teas as well as wine and cordials, gratis from Madison’s new Wine and Bottle Shop.

We ask that you return your RSVP card by November 9 and we thank you for becoming a founding member of Madison’s Ferst Fifty.

Hope to see you on Monday, November 20th, 7pm!

Sincerely,

Babs Johnston, Bill Rushing, Robert Trulock, Jamie Williams

Ferst Fifty Campaign Committee

Morgan County Community Action Team* and Ferst Foundation Board of Directors*

*Listing on reverse


Morgan County Community Action Team





Miriam Baker	            Dr. Babs Johnston


Donna Blanchard	Heather Landmesser


Elizabeth Branch	Dr. Wayne Myers


Tera Cochran		Sandy Overton


Paulette Cook		Karen Robertson


Cheryl Efird		Linda Sky


Melody Green		Robert Trulock 


Chris Hodges		Diane Veasley	   


Sonya Hope		Jamie Williams   


	








Ferst Board of Directors





Robin Ferst, Chairman


Suzanne Renfrow, Vice Chairman


Dr. Bill Rushing, Treasurer


Dr. Stan DeJarnett, Secretary


Kwanza Hall


Will Lobb


Margaret Quinlin


Frederick W. Wacker


A.G. (Sandy) Morehouse


















