Dear Elementary Teacher,

This is your chance to help children in Henry County learn to read even before they get to school.

What is the Ferst Foundation?

The Ferst Foundation of Henry County is an affiliate of the Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy.  Our group mission is to improve childhood literacy in Henry County by providing free books to all preschool children.  The foundation mails one book a month to children from birth to age 5 who are enrolled in the program.  It costs the foundation $36 per child per year.  The funding comes in from a variety of local events and donors.

How do we participate?

The Henry County Rotary Club (in honor of Cindy Foster) is asking you to participate by getting your class to raise a minimum of $36.  By doing this your class will sponsor one child for one year.  

Suggestions on how to proceed.

Here are just a few suggestions on how to get your class excited.  You may think of many other ways, so feel free to be creative.


Put up a bulletin board with each child’s name on it.  Maybe a tree with leaves,


and each tree has a child’s name on it and when that child helps donate, his/her 


leaf falls on the ground.


Ask the children to give up something like candy, ice cream or a trip to


McDonalds and donate that money to the cause.


Ask the children to do extra chores to earn the money.


Teachers might want to encourage good grades and place 25 cents in fund for


Every A or B during the period.


Have a bake sale at an event.

What is the procedure?

This promotion will kick off Oct 2nd and last until the end of Oct.  A representative from Henry Heritage Reading Council will collect the money the first week of November.  You will turn the money into them and we will come pick it up.  

In order to participate we ask you to turn in the attached registration form.  That is so we know who to collect from when it is time.

Prize for Each School.

At the end of the promotion we will award each of the 23 elementary schools one prize per school.  The class that raises the most money in each of the elementary schools will be awarded the prize.   The prize is an ice cream party at school.  A representative from the committee will provide the winning class with a certificate for the party.   These prizes are being donated by area businesses and we thank them for their assistance.

If you have any questions, please contact Patti Brown at 678- 432-3003.  You can fax your participation forms to Patti at 770-914-1078, or mail them to her at 934 Dailey Mill Rd, McDonough, GA  30253.  Deadline to register is September 30, 2006, so please get them in.  

Thank you for your willingness to help us help the children of Henry County become better readers.
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