Ways Local Government Can Support Early Literacy Initiatives:

1. Recognize the relationship between literacy, early intervention, economic development, & workforce readiness:
“Early-childhood interventions are the most cost-effective way to develop human capital”                      

-James Heckman, Nobel-Prize winning economist

“Any proposed economic development list should have early childhood development at the top”   

-Early Childhood Development: Economic Development with a High Public Return by Art Rolnick & Rob Grunewald

“Literacy is one of the basic issues and the most important, fundamental need 
to be addressed in developing a workforce.”  

-Leland A. Sanders, Director of Manufacturing, TEMCOR in Rincon, GA  
-The Effingham County Ferst Foundation Program is a line item in their County Commission Budget as an Economic Development Program ($10,000.00/year!).
Shockingly, Californians plan how many jail cells they will build in the future by how many children are not reading on grade level by third grade!
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2. Remain Current on Georgia Literacy Statistics:

· Approximately 61 percent of low-income families do not have a single piece of reading material suitable for a child

· A third of our children come to school unprepared to learn
· Georgia scored 46th on SAT’s in 2006
· We have the nations third highest rate of high school dropouts

· One in four adults in Georgia operates at a low literacy level
· Low literate individuals represent: 75% of the unemployed, 33% of mothers receiving aid, 85% of juveniles who appear in court, & 60% of prison inmates

· Low literate workers cost Georgia businesses $7 billion a year
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3. Be aware of the Existing Local Community Partnership Investments:
- Approximately 830 Morgan County children receive Ferst Foundation books each month.  Since the Ferst Program began in 2000, over Fifty Thousand books have been mailed to some 1,518 families in Morgan County.
-A Primary Local Family Connection Collaborative Benchmark Goal is to increase number of children enrolled in Ferst Foundation Program (to better prepare children for school)
-Endorsement letters from the Morgan County School System, The Georgia Industry Association, & the Georgia Press Association

-Through the Ferst Foundation, the Georgia Rural Library Initiative will provide $250,000.00 in funding from the Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta for library enhancements, parent workshops, and Ferst Foundation book ends for families of Morgan County.

-The Morgan County School System Superintendent serves as Secretary of Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy Board of Directors and the Morgan County Primary School Principal serves as Morgan County Community Action Team (CAT) Leader for local Ferst Foundation effort.
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4. Opportunities for you to Support Ferst Foundation:
-Provide an endorsement Proclamation for Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy

-Promote business partnerships to leverage efforts through the Chamber

-Participate in PSAs to communicate the importance of literacy in determining future success in job creation and life in general

-Earmark a percentage of tax funds and/or development contributions for this early childhood program.  

-Donate money directly to the Morgan County Ferst Foundation program and/or identify federal and state grant opportunities
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� Washington Post, July 6, 2004
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