Ferst Foundation Presentation to the Faculty

 

How many of you have heard of the Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy?  For those of you who don’t know what the Ferst Foundation is, it is  foundation that provides free hardbound books to preschool children, one per month from birth to age five, or from the time the child is signed up to age five, that’s any child regardless of income level.  We all know the value of reading beginning early in the home and this program directly addresses that. There are about 1100 preschoolers in our county and Ferst provides books for about 720 of them, making us the fifth in the state in percentage of children served, a pretty incredible statistic.   Many of us became involved with the program when we found out that it was about to go under in Putnam County for lack of funds.  So, we’ve been busy trying to save the program and trying to make sure that it continues long term.   There was recently a Monday Night Football event out at the Tavern Restaurant on Lake Oconee to benefit Ferst that you may have heard about or even attended.

 

Anyway, some of us come up with a scathingly brilliant idea.  Since we, particularly at this school are committed to improving literacy and reading with our wonderful Read Well and Reading First programs, why not extend that commitment and really be a leader in literacy and send a strong message to our community by financially supporting the Ferst Program as a part of a greater program that we want to call, “Adopt a Reader.”  It costs $36.00 to provide 12 books for one child for one year. What we would like to ask each of you to do is to adopt a young reader by agreeing to a monthly payroll deduction for one year of just $3.00 a month, since $36.00 cannot be divided equally by 12.  $3.00 a month, which is s charitable donation, is an amount you wouldn’t even miss, and it would potentially do so much one of our children.

 

Dr. Willis is such a strong supporter of the potential value of Ferst in literacy that he has agreed to allow this payroll deduction as the only non-personal financial deduction from our salaries.  Beth Bacon is going to set up a tracking program for us so that we can obtain some longitudinal statistics on those students participating in the Ferst program and those who are not.  We think that, especially with parents who are properly trained to use the books with their children that we will see a significant difference over time.

 

We have lots of great idea for implementation with the “Adopt a Reader” idea. One of which is to provide training sessions here at school perhaps in conjunction with Reading Night.  We plan to ask all the schools in this county - PCHS, PCES, Head start, Gatewood, and all preschools to support this program.  We want to get every possible child in this county signed up for the program also.

 

Now Angela Miller as a parent of two children who have received the Ferst books would like to talk to you about her experiences with the books.
 

Nancy will tell you about the payroll deduction form.

