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Who?

· Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy (FFCL) is a public 501 (c) 3 non- profit with the mission to "provide books for local communities to prepare all Georgia preschool children for reading and learning success." 
· Ferst Foundation mails Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library books plus our Leap into Books newsletter to registered Georgia children every month.
What?
· Ferst Foundation is working hard to bring our program to all children under the age of 5 in Georgia and we need your help!

· The League of Extraordinary Students was created as a way for Georgia’s young adults (college, high school, middle school) to engage in the spirit of philanthropy and become inspired to make a change, one child at a time by helping to prepare our youngest citizens for school! 
· “Imagine the Possibilities” when every child in Georgia is able to enter kindergarten prepared to learn to read.
How?
· First, simply register (as an individual or as a group) with the Ferst Foundation at: 

http://www.ferstfoundation.org/Leagueofextraordinarystudents.htm. From the above site, download and print your tool kit which includes the registration form and Ferst Foundation’s case statement. 
· Second, raise $180 in donations for each     child registered- You can ask 5 people for $36; or throw a bake sale, lemonade stand, yard sale, car wash, etc. 
· Third, register at least 1 child (or more) residing in Georgia under the age of 5 to receive free books from FFCL until he/she turns 5.
· Fourth, perform 5 hours of literacy-related community service. For example, you can read to young children, help at the library, or work with your local Community Action Team (if one is established) or help start one.
· Note that funds raised will support the child(ren) registered by League members. It is important that you submit the donations and registrations to Ferst Foundation as soon as you receive them so the child(ren) may begin receiving their books as soon as possible!
Participating Student/Student Organization will: 

1. Receive a Certificate of Appreciation signed by Ferst Foundation Founder, Robin Ferst.
2. Be listed as a Ferst Foundation League Member by name and county on our website.
3. Be named in the Ferst Foundation monthly newsletter as a League member.
Why?
· 61% of low-income families do not have a single book suitable for a child!
· Every dollar invested in early learning saves $17.00 in remedial education, welfare, and prison costs in the future.
 
· Evidence strongly suggests that students who fail to read on grade level by the fourth grade have a greater likelihood of dropping out of school and a lifetime of diminished success.
  In 2007, 35% of Georgia 4th graders were reading below grade level.
· While 85% of a child's core brain structure is formed by age three, less than 4% of public investments on education and development are made for that time period.
 
· Impressive Results in Georgia – 44% more children in Morgan County were ready for Kindergarten and 13.3% of Hart County participants averaged higher school readiness scores after receiving books from the Imagination Library.
CONTACT FERST FOUNDATION AT:
P.O. Box 1327

Madison, GA  30650

(706) 343-1077, (888) 565-0177
info@ferstfoundation.org,
www.ferstfoundation.org 
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REGISTRATION FORM*

Child’s First Name: 



Child’s Last Name: 





Child’s Date of Birth: (M/D/Y) 

Sex: (circle one) M or F

Child’s mailing address: 














 GA


 County




                     
           City                                     Zip Code

Parent’s/Caregiver’s Name: 










Phone Number: (
)


Email address: 





Signature of Parent/Care Giver
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

League of Extraordinary Student’s Information

Name/Group: 






 
 Applicant #: 


Phone: (
)


 Email address: 





Mail registration form and $180 in donations (check/checks or money order only) to:

Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy

P.O. Box 1327

Madison, GA  30650

* Registrations only accepted from pre-registered applicants in the Ferst Foundation League of Extraordinary Students 

NOTES:

1) Only children under the age of 5 can be registered!  

2) The only optional information is phone number and email address.  We use this information if we have questions about the information provided.  A form is incomplete and we CAN NOT register the child if we do not have child’s full name, parent/caregiver’s full name, mailing address and date of birth.

3) For EACH child registered you must include the $180 in donations you collected.  Checks and money orders should be made out to Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy or FFCL.  If you register more than one child, you must include an additional $180 for each additional child.

4)  
Make sure you include mail the registration form with the donations to Ferst Foundation or you will not receive credit.















Contact Us:


Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy


P.O. Box 1327


Madison, GA 30650


(888) 565-0177


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@ferstfoundation.org" ��info@ferstfoundation.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferstfoundation.org" ��www.ferstfoundation.org�











� High/Scope Perry Preschool Study


� No Child Left Behind Web site


� Early Learning Left Out: Executive Summary





